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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An automatic sample r for i nject i ng a samp l e i nto a 
samp l e introducing port i on i n commun i cat i on to a column of a li quid 
chromatography , comprising: 

afa needle for sucking the adapted to suck a sample from a sample liquid 
bath and i n j ect i ng to inject the sample into the-a_sample introducing portion which is 
in fluid communication with a column of a liquid chromatography ; 

a first rinsing bath adapted to contain a first rinsing liquid: 

a second rinsing bath adapted to contain at least one kind of second rinsing 

liquid: and 

a controller, configured to selectively execute at least one of a first rinsing 

operation which soaks the needle in the first rinsing liquid in the first rinsing bath, 
and a second rinsing operation which soaks the needle in the second rinsing liquid in 
the second rinsing bath and exchanges the second rinsing liquid while the needle is 
kept inserted into the second rinsing bath 

b) a f i rst r i nsing s e ct i on for rinsing sa i d nood l o by soak i ng sa i d nood l o i n a 

f i rst r i nsing li quid i n a f i rst rins i ng bath, i n which the f i rst r i ns i ng li qu i d i n sa i d f i rst 
r i ns i ng bath i s not oxchangod dur i ng tho r i ns i ng operat i on; and 
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c) a second r i ns i ng sect i on for r i nsing sa i d nood l o by soaking sa i d noed le i n a 

socond r i ns i ng li qu i d i n a second r i ns i ng bath, i n which tho second r i ns i ng li quid i n 
sa i d second r i ns i ng bath i s exchang e d dur i ng the rins i ng operation, 

wherein said need l e i s rinsed by at l east one r i ns i ng s e ct i on selected from 

sa i d first rins i ng sect i on and sa i d socond r i ns i ng sect i on . 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Withdrawn - Currently Amended) A method for rinsing a needle of an 
automatic sampler, said method comprising: 

providing a first rinsing bath containing a first rinsing liquid; 

providing a second rinsing bath containing a second rinsing liquid: and 

selectively executing at least one of a first rinsing operation in which the 

needle is soaked in the first rinsing liquid in the first rinsing bath, and a second 
rinsing operation in which the needle is soaked in the second rinsing liquid in the 
second rinsing bath and the second rinsing liquid is exchanged while the needle is 
kept inserted into the second rinsing bath 

r i ns i ng the need l e by at l east one operat i on s ele ct e d from a) rins i ng the 

nood l o by soak i ng tho nood l o i n a f i rst rins i ng li qu i d, in wh i ch tho f i rst rins i ng liqu i d i s 
not exchanged dur i ng the rinsing operat i on, and b) rins i ng tho nood lo by soak i ng th e 
n ee d le i n a socond r i ns i ng li qu i d, in wh i ch tho socond r i ns i ng li quid i s exchanged 
during th o r i ns i ng operation . 

4. (Withdrawn - Currently Amended) The method for rinsing a needle of an 
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automatic sampler according to claim 3, further comprising: 

selecting one of plural kinds of liquid as the second rinsing liquid from among 
a p l ural i ty of rins i ng l i qu i ds to be supplied to the second rinsing bath to exchange the 
second rinsing liquid in the second rinsing bath . 

5. (Currently Amended) The automatic sampler according to claim 1 , further 
comprising: 

a pump fluidly connected to the second liquid bath irrespective of a position of 
the needle . 

wherein said pump is adapted configured to be controlled by the controller to 

supply the second rinsing liquid to the second rinsing bath so as to exchange the 
second rinsing liquid in the second liquid -rinsing bath. 

6. (New) The automatic sampler according to claim 5, further comprising: 
a switcher, configured to select one of plural kinds of liquid as the second 

rinsing liquid supplied to the second rinsing bath. 
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